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ABSTRACT 

One of a series prepared by the Bawaii Newspaper 
Agency, this teaching guide offers ideas on using the newspaper 
adwertisesents to teach social studies. Suggestions for using 
newspaper advertiseuents include studying tour and travel itess and 
locating places on the nap, using restaurant advertise aents to 
increase cultural awareness and ezauine social differences, and 
savi^? uoney by aaking econonical selections of products advertised 
in the newspaper. (RB) 
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Mrs. Chris Lukens teaches honors English at Kailua Interme- 
diute School. She has also taught all subjects in all grades at the 
elementary level. 

It's hard to say where her most successful work with the news- 
paper has been. She's used it for making math real; for develop- 
ing critical thinking: for motivating slower learners to read: for 
making social studies a living subject. 

This booklet presents some of her ideas on how to make social 
studies more interesting and alive by using the advertisements in 
your daily newspaper. 

Illustrations are by Mrs. Harriet Marquina of the Hawaii 
Newspaper Agency, based on material provided by Mrs. Lukens. 
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Mdkc Social Studies Come Ain e 



Social studies is life; so is the newspaper. 

Advertisements in a newspaper reflect what people want for 
themselves, how they live, the kind of communities they live in. 
where they want to travel and why, customs of other lands, cus- 
toms and foods of Hawaii— anything that has to do with the way 
people live together and work together. 

A place on a map doesn*t mean much to a child who has never 
been there. His immediate concern is with his immediate locale. 
Nevertheless, he needs to know about other places — their loca- 
tion, history, geography, customs, language— in order to take his 
place in the world. 

To the teacher, the world has become a small place. To the 
student, it is still very large, full of places very far away. 

The teacher's task, therefore, is to make history and geography 
as exciting and interesting as possible. There are lots of ways to 
do this through use of advertisements in the newspapers. 

Especially is this true in Hawaii where travel is big business. 
The papers abound with ads which will help stretch the imagina- 
tions of the students. 

This booklet contains just a few hints and suggestions. It's not 
a recipe — just a start toward making social studies fun. 
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Look at a map of the world. Underline all the countries men- 
tioned in the ad and locate them on the map. Circle all the cities 
and also locate them. 

On an outline map of the world trace the route of one or more 
of these tours. 

Decide which place you would particularly like to visit, do as 
much research as possible on the place and then recommend a 
trip to the rest of the class. Have facts to back up your recom- 
mendation. 

Learn about the customs of the people in the place you choose 
to visit. 

Send for brochures and posters from the airlines, the travel 
companies, the countries themselves. Display these in the class- 
room. 

Learn about the airlines flying from Hawaii to the various 
places mentioned. Learn about the difference in fares between 
flying and going by ship. 

Pick one particular place and plan a tour. Learn enough about 
the place to know what season to go in, what clothes to buy. what 
airlines to fly on, what attractions to see while you are there. 
Learn also about time differences and what happens when you 
cross the international date line on your trip. 

Make up an ad for your favorite place. Be realistic. Aim to 
persuade the rest of the class that this is a place they should visit. 

Take one of the tours and work out the differences in rates 
between going on a tour and going individually. 

Write for a copy of the newspaper to a city of your choice. 
Also get a pen pal there and trade information about your city 
and hers. Keep a scrapbook to share with the class. 
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This ship goes from Honolulu to Europe. Where did it come 
from? 

Find the countries it visits on a map of the world and trace 
it!!i course. 

Estimate the time it takes to get from place to place and the 
differences in time. 

Find out what other commercial ships go to the same places. 
Collect posters from the shipping companies. 

Make scrapbooks about the countries visited by this ship. 

Plan a trip on the Canberra. Find out the cost, estimate cost 
of clothing, tips, souvenirs. Decide what you would buy in each 
place. Find out how much it would cost to make the same trip 
by air. 

Pick a favorite place from this ad. Do as much research as 
possible on it and make a report to the class. 
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On a map of the world, chart out this tour. 

Locate the underlined places. Which ones are cities, which 
ones are countries? What about Florida? 

Send for the brochure about the tour. Plan a trip like the one 
advertised, deciding on departure date and the time it will take 
to get from one place to another. Do as much research as pos- 
sible by contacting the shipping agent or a tour agent. 

Take alt the countries listed and iind out which you would 
visit; what the customs are; what you might buy as souvenirs; 
what people there wear and eat; what other way you might get 
to that' country and the comparative cost. 

Learn new words. Find the unfamiliar words, underline them 
and learn to spell and use them. These might include luxury, 
promenade, lounges, cuisine, optional, excursions, accommoda- 
tions. 



All your students are interested in food. Chances are they 
think everyone eats the same things they do. You can teach them 
about other countries and other peoples by capitalizing on their 
own love of eating. You might even have them bring to school 
sample:; of food from other countries — maybe things their 
mothers make that are not general American-type dishes. 

Or look what you can leach from a few restaurant ads. Hawaii 
papers are full of such advertising — especially on Sundays. 

1. Where is Vienna? Find it on a map. What nationality are 
the people who live there? Why might this restaurant be called 
"Old Vienna?" What kinds of foods do people in Vienna eat? 
Why arc ihcy different from Hawaiian food? What dt>es epicu- 
rean mean? What does the ad tell you about the kind of clothes 
worn in Vienna? How long would it take to get there from Ha- 
waii? By plane? By boat? Where would you stop on the way? 
What would it cost? What would you buy when you got there? 
Collect any newspaper articles abt>ui Vienna. Make a bulletin 
board display about Vienna. 

2. What does kosher mean? How is kosher ft>od ditferent 
from Other kinds of food? What country specializes in kosher 
food? Make a list of kosher fiunls found in local markets. What 
other customs are found in the same country? Find out all you 
can about the people who eat kosher ftx)d. How many of them 
are in America? How far is it to their country? What has hap- 
pened there lately? 

Locate Indonesia on the map. Where is Bali? Find out 
about Indonesian customs, dances, people, language and the 
kinds of food they eat. How long would it take to get from here 
to Indonesia? How would you go? What happens when you cross 
the international date line? Would people in Indonesia eat the 
same kind of food listed in this ad? Who is the president of Indo- 
nesia? What has happened lately in the country's , listory? 

4. Who were the Vikings? Where did they li\ e .' Why are they 
important to America? What is a smorgasbord? Locate the 
Scandinavian countries on the map and find out al' you can about 
them. 

5. What does El Toro mean? What do Mexican people eat? 
Where do they live? Why is Mexican food sold in America? What 
does the climate of Mexico have to do with the food the Mexicans 
eat? What sort of government does the country have? How far is 
it from Honolulu to the capital city? What is the capital city? On 
a map, pinpoint the most famous Mexican resorts. What things 
is Mexico most famous for? 
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6. Why is this resiaurant called "Little Hong Kong"? Do poor 
Chinese peasants eat the same things as this restaurant serves? 
What foods are grown in China? What has been happening in 
China recently? How did so many Chinese people get to Hawaii? 
What effect have they had on the history of the islands? How 
would you go to China for a vacation? Would this be possible? 
If not. why not? What is the difference between Nationalist and 
Red China? 

The questions to be raised and explored as a result of all these 
ads are endless. ' 
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Learning about Hawaii is a must for all social studies stu- 
dents. The newspapers are filled with articles and pictures about 
current events, music, art. national holidays, clothes and customs 
in Hawaii. 

Don't overtook the ads. Sometimes an interesting ad will . d 
your class gently into a difficult subject. Build on that interest. 
For many children, the things they learn about living in Hawaii 
will be more important than anything else. 

Land is one of the prime topics of conversation in the islands 
— and one of the best investments. Use land ads to promote an 
understanding of the economy of the Islands. Use food ads and 
restaurant and hotel ads for the same reason. Find out from ads 
how the cost of living compares with other places. Have children 
gather ads from other areas of the country and compare prices 
. . . of food, clothing, houses. 
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Why have the owners chosen these names for their restaurants? 

Who were Duke Kahanamoku and Prince Kuhio? Do as much 
research as possible on them and make a scrapbook. 

What is a Polynesian show? How is it different from a Japanese 
show? Why are Polynesian shows popular? 

How many tourists come to Hawaii each year? Where does the 
tourist industry stand in relation to pineapple and sugar? 

Make a chart showing the increase in the number of tourists 
in the last five years. 

What does Halekulani mean? Trace an outline map of Waikiki 
and show where the restaurants are located. 

Why is Hawaiian food different from food of other countries? 
Make up menus from the ads for an Hawaiian. Chinese, Japanese 
dinner. 



Use the ads to leam about the cost of living in Hawaii. Also 
find any articles in the newspaper that talk about the cost of living. 

What must we buy besides food and shelter in our lives? 

How do the prices of houses in Hawaii compare with those on 
the Mainland? Write for Mainland papers and compare. 

Make up a budget for a family of four, using the ads to get the 
best buys in groceries and making sure that shelter, light, tele- 
phone and clothing are also included. Make sure tax is computed. 
Why do we pay tax? How much do we pay? 

What is tax money used for? Make a pie graph showing how 
much of a man's salary goes into the various essentials for family 
living. 

Take a certain amount of money for a spending spree. Cut out 
ads for all the things you want to buy. making sure you stay under 
the specified amount 

What does a family living in Hawaii not have to buy? 

Is the price on the house shown typical of house prices in Ha- 
waii? Find out about lease rent and fee simple property and dis- 
cuss the advantages of each. 

How do homes in Hawaii differ from homes in colder climates? 
• Buy * a house in Hawaii; then furnish it keeping under a certain 
budget. Find out the best buys as far as area is concerned. How 
would you finance this house? What do finance companies do? 
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